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Key Facts:
•	Occupational therapists and physiotherapists employed in A&E services  have been significantly effective in 

preventing the number of admissions and re-admissions into hospitals (OTN May 2010 p24) 

Cost Benefit
•	Results have shown that over a period of time 67% of those discharged following an occupational therapy 

assessment made a projected saving of £542,619 (Calderdale and Huddersfield NHS Foundation Trust, reported 
in OTN May 2010) 

•	The Rapid Emergency Assessment and Care Team (REACT) provide assessments on mobility, activities of daily 
living, cognition and social support. Over a three month period, 126 admissions were prevented at a saving of 
£105,000 (Selly Oak Hospital reported in OTN May 2010 p30). 

•	An early intervention team in Norfolk over a six month period made a saving of 222 bed days equating to a 
saving of approximately £25,000.  (James Paget University Hospital, Gorleston as reported in OTN May 2010). 

•	The occupational therapy accident and emergency service at Royal Cornwall Hospital provides seven day cover.  
This change made increased savings on admission avoidance, and initial screening of falls patients, and increased 
efficiencies in discharging patient’s home within 72 hours (OTN May p46). 

•	A hospital discharge service can speed up a patients release from hospital. This creates savings of around £120 a 
day – the amount charged to a local authority when patients block beds in hospital (Allen K.2010)
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